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acted as she did " only to please that knave Raleigh,
for whose sake I saw she would both grieve me and
my love, and disgrace me in the eye of the world/'
Elizabeth, no less vehemently, replied. " It seemed
she could not well endure anything to be spoken
against Raleigh and taking hold of one word, disdain,
she saicj there was no such cause why I should disdain
him." This speech " did trouble me so much, that,
as near as I could, I did describe unto her what he
had been and what he was." The daring youth
went further. " What comfort can I have," he
exclaimed, " to give myself over to the service of a
mistress that is in awe of such a man ? " All this
time the Captain of the Guard was at his post.
" I spake, what of grief and choler, as much against
him as I could, and I think he, standing at the door,
might very well hear the worst that I spoke of
himself." But his high words were useless; the
dispute grew sharper; and when the Queen, from
defending Raleigh, went on to attack Essex's mother,
Lady Leicester, whom she particularly disliked, the
young man would hear no more. He would send
his sister away, he said, though it was almost mid-
night, and " for myself," he told the agitated
Elizabeth, " I had no joy to be in any place, but loth
to be near about her, when I knew my affection so
much thrown down, and such a wretch as Raleigh so
highly esteemed of her." To this the Queen made
no answer, " but turned her away to my Lady War-
wick," and Essex, flinging from the room, first